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~ If America Should Be Attacked—
=) ARISM s a speclos of natlonal In-
. A¥Aganity. Tt chlef characteristics ars n
sl thirst for glory and a tust for conquest. It
| erealss and revorences a military caste that
looks with contempt upon all elvillan people
'“lm"l All legislation, all dlplomacy,

Al d construction and all tazation are
‘Bemt toward making an Invinolble army,
The {den overshadows, dwarfs and subor-
dinates eoverything else, whether soclal,
moral, industrial or political.

Amarica can never tolerata militarism, Our
~ deals, our habits, our {nstitutions, our tem-
. porament and our mature judgment are
~ mguinst it, But to avold one extrems we
~ mead not go to another, Presidont Wilson is
in favor of strengthening our State militin.
¥ive billn have been already Introduced Into
Congress with a view to correcting our un-
preparedness. Oeorge Wharton Pepper has
protosted vigorously agalnat our blind relf-
satisfaction: “If wa are to have peace, wo
must also have the power to demand It
Becaussy the Stars and Stripes has never
Bowed to o belllgerent Power does not say
y that we shall continue to be the powerful,
.~ peace-loving nation we ars today. All I say
" Is that we are unprepared, and without any
! good reason for that condition,*

[ The European war s opening our eves, If
Belglum could be prostrated In n few days In
apite of the most solemn treatles no natlon
is absolutely safe. Amerloans are not anking
for & vast standing army that will swallow
a billlon dollars & year for maintanance and
withdraw a milllon men from productive oe-
cupations. Such an ldea Is unthinkable. The
present agitation In Congress and through-
out the country ia for a calm, thorough and
abnolutely honest Investigation of our abllity
14 protect our homes and our flag it thay
should be attacked by a foreign foe. The
requeat i nothing but naturnl prudence.

Put It Up to Villa
Fresident has orderad troops to Nace,
In that locality, within the lant 60 days,
A7 American soldiers have been wounded by
stray bullets from the Mexican side of the
boundary.

In ordinary ciroumstances outrages of this
sort would plunge the nstlon Into wild
Jingolsm. and no Administration would be
‘able to resist the demand for prempt action
An defense of our rights. But of what use
would It be to got angry with children? It
in far better to exhibit patience.

. Yol Bunday, according to reports, General

Villa paraded through the City of Mexico

at the head of 40,000 troops, and the Iron

b hand of the former bandit holds firm all

!  along his northern frontier. He knows, if

1 .H pouthern Maxicans do not, the might and
L p— .‘

power of this nstion. Firm treatment, we
surmise. ungarbed In rhetorio, would Induce
‘him so to gulde the conduct of his soldiery
- that American territory would not here-
_affer be & target for their rifle practice.

~ Practical Education Appreciated

s $8,000 boys and girls, young men
and young women are willlng to give up
b d to atudy, the Board of Educa-
'{"n-:

feel sure that It has
_wiruck the right vein. This year's attendance
@A pight sohovol fs 60 per cent, higher than
~  last year, and the remarkable increase s
~ mttributsd to the addition of trads and voca-
subjects to the purely scademlo
% Nven the young realise that modern
& bitter struggle for existencs In
sh the unfit are quickly ellminated; any
or qualification for future supremacy
_our’ educational suthorities can provide
seined with sagerness and enthusiusm.
e s | — — —— —— ]
~ Old Glory Still More Glorious
R months ago any Amearican would
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alarm. e bistorians may call thin \he em
of hystarin, oF thay may lgnore [t alto.
gether, follnwing the oxample set by & dis-
fingulshed Governor of Peanaylvanin who
wrote a history of the Commonwanlth and
gavs nol n line to some Administrations.

It s fortunnte for the counlry thatl the
President han permitted sotné of his ad-
vistrs to do most of the talking, and 1t In
I fartunate, too, that Mr Underwood fed the

majority In the Housce, Parbaps Lhere wan
rothink for the Presldent to do but glve
certaln frlends who bnd been deall to him
plenty of rope. In politles even an Idoniist
muet mix with the bed-fallows that he fAnds
You thore are Inereaning numbers of citirens
who e nauseated by the endiess plMe and
buncombe that are being bandind about an
philosaphy and statesmanghly. The repu-
tahle press of the country did what 1t eonld
to banlah the patent-medicine crage of n
few yoarm ngo, but there seema nothing to
do now but let this insonsnte folly, which In
late yonars hns been passing for reform and
progreas, run s cotme. It the precipico
Is not near It ought to be

Brumbaugh the Brave

I want in stand, like the Gresk youth,
with tha majority! But if neads ba, | will
statd with the minority, | Intend to heap
pyary pledgn I made [n the onmpalgn—
D Martin 4. Brumbaugh

HE words of a bhrave man and a strong

man! They ring out a challenge and &
wnrning to all the lagialatora who may bhe
tempted to play peanut polities and shelve
tha vital [ssues, Theéy peal out ns a “for-
ward march” to such as have vielon and the
genlua of construotive statesmanship,

Pennaylvania put Brumbaugh Intn the
Governor's chalr with a purpose, His pint-
form wana salf-mades, eloar cut and emphalic
If the Legislature at Harrisburg will not
rally to his leadership, If It becomes ob-
atructive op refrmctory, the people of the
Commonwaealth will rise In shame and anger,

To have a Governor with a positive per-
ponnlity s o great asset to any Btate, A
man who can go right along alone, satisfied
with the approval of his own conscience, re-
gardlens of the wneers and frowna of such
as are not big enough or brave anough to
go with him, {s the ideal that enllghtened
cltizenship has alwoys sought. His errors of
judgment or slips of strategy will be for-
given so long as he Ils known to be Incor-
ruptible and unafrald,

However the legislators mny
Doctor Brumbaugh ean ba porfectly sure that
the mnk and Nle of the people will support
him.

feal or act,

Connie Mack, Napoleon in Defeat

INNIE MACK Is nowhers more Napoleonie

than In defeat. His rotrest from the
Moscow of Beandom Is nothing If not #spec-
tacular In the daring way In which he s
preparing to make over Lhe "gErealest team
in the world,” His strategic support of his
partners in organized baseball Is Just as
fine o specimen of his canmpalgning spirit,

The Athleties have been n great team,
probably the greatest In baseball, dbut It has
bean admittedly an expensive team. This
year It combined fta high salary llst with
the awkward quality of playing so trium-
phantly well that too few funs went to Its
massacres to balance the books natisfactorily,
This alone would have diotated economy to
any other mannger,

But the spectacular manner in which Con-
nle Mack has “ripped up™ his team—"walv-
ing"" Bender, Plank and Coomba and selling
Colllne—means more than a daring move to
swell the box ofMce and a confidence In his
Bbility to And new Eddie Collinses. Connle
Mack has lined up squarely by the alde of
his fellows In the two bhig leaguen to fight
the ao-called outlaws. He is ready to bring
down hils great "“machine’” to an oOrganiza-
tlon that glves the rest of the American
League team @ sporting chance. It {s cours
ageous work, with the stamp of the man
upon It.

Dying Art of Owning Books

OES the booklover buy books or borrow

them? At any timo but Christmas the
answer would point stralght to the public
Hbrary, And even now the matter Is im-
portant apnough to the publishers for them
to organize & local book exhibition to stimu-
jate the declining desire of the public to
own the books they read.

Book reading—and hence book selling—in,
a very different matter from what It was
before the big libraries, public and private,
oame into being, They have supplied a
dependable sale for slmost any published
hook, but they have cut down wvastly the
number of coples sold of the more popular
valumes.

Roeaders havae joined through the library
the great co.operntive movemont of the past
B0 years that leads toward communal Intep-
2818 in pleasures s well an nDecessities, I
i= good; the average man gets & range of
reading that he could nover afford if he
bought each wvolume. And yeot thepre ls the
pleasura to be remembered of buying, mark-
ing, ewning and lving with the book that
has meant something te you. That qumlity
of companionship s not to be given up for
any conslderations of mere quantity,

Generalizations in Commerece
DE with Bolivia I8 rich In epportunity
for the business men of this oountry.
That Iy what the Chamber of Commerce of
the United BSilates sayw, In urglng them to
sctivity., It 8 much batter than o say,
“Trade with Latin America” and wo forth,
Lel us not forget that recognition of natlenal
entities, oither ln diplomatic or In commer-
clal relatlons, goes a long way to win
favar.

Commercially and industrially, Bollvia is
different fram Argenting Peru from Hrasil,
and the people of Brasil, for lustunce, have
& names for themselves which 18 not “Latin
Amgricans” but “Hrasilaons,”

e

Nobody knew Whe valus of mansy better
than Pmoklic, Whea & youth he tried to
borpow Bome Rud found oul

Congress must have been very mitch in-
torested to lgwru whal legielation it win
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WHEN YOU TRY TO
SEE THE PRESIDENT
No Bluffing the Wn:y_ 'i'nmnlty—De-

lights and  Disappointments of the
Almost Open Door—" Bob™ Henry,

ol the Bleeding Heart.

Ry E. W. TOWNSEND
"Sl-ti-;lf\ti the Preatdent” is nocessarily In-
volved In some ceremony, some dim-

| eulty, or elge the Predident could do noths
Ing byt “'be meen,”

Presldent Wilson thought he ecould strip
thin of all cersmony, of all leta and hin-
dfanoes, and made & sinoere éfart to do ¥o,
Bul=it can't be dune! The hold-over White
Houwe stalf of secretaries told Beorelary

Tumully the sehome of an open door to the
Prosldent was Impractioal, If not lmpossi-
hle. But 1t wans tried out Just to estabilsh
the fact one way or the othor, and after a
mhort but sad sxperience the Fresldent's door
wan cloped, to be bpened only upon appoint-
mant.

Beoretary Tumulty bravely effsoted a oom-
promize; his door I8 kept opsn—aimost! Of
couree, hpfore one gets even to the adore-
tary's afMos he In closely sorutinized by two
uniformed ordertlos upon entering the oMoe
lobby from the White NHouse grounds, and
naxt ls eaullously looked over by a man In
elvilinn dress nhearsr tha wecrstary's ofMice,
and In this way the merely curlons are pollte-
I¥ turned aside, But thosme whoe have or
sertounly thihk they have businoss with Mr
Tumulty ean reach him; or at lenst reach his
office, without much trouble or delny. This
offica Ik n Blg, comfortable room looking
golth Lo the Potomae and the Vieginia hills,
nnd the doxen or fifteen people gencrally
found wniting there onn move about easily
without rubbing elbows, or meet In groups
without In thelr mysterious whisperinga dia-
cloging generilly the mighty import of thelr
missionm

No Secrets Allowed

If It 18 n visltor's fiest White House ecall
he confldentinlly approsches Mr. Tumulty
in his turn, and smilingly unfolds his desire
to “see the Presgident for a few minutes'

The necretary wants to know the purpose
of the sought-for Interview., Frequently the
caller Is not Inclined to reveal this Interest-
Ing aecrel, Nothing dolng! Under polite sec-
retarial pressure he ylelds up the secret wish,
or thought, or purpose, of plan, or what-
evor has hastenad his footsteps to the White
House, and then §0 times in 100, probably, it
I8 discovered that he should unbusom him-
self o some Cabinet officer, not to the Preasl-
dent. If the little preliminary examipation
dincloses the fact that the caller has » logiti-
mate purpose, which can best be forwarded
by an Interview with the Prealdent, or is one
tha President would want to tnlk with for
Any reason, the engagement book {8 consulted
and an appolntment made for the next day,
or the next after, or posgibly the next week.

Even the Government officinls, members of
Congress includell, must make appolntments;
but it goes without saying that Important
oMalals are wedged In  promptly betwean
other pppointments,

The President ia kept advised concerning
thoso he s to maeet, and If they are strangers
the alleged purposs of thelr call. By this
syutem it Is surprising how many people the
Prealdent ¢an “sce” in the three or four hours
between breakfast and lunch he devoles to
this work—and work it Ils!—dally axcept on
Cabinet days.

Upsotting the Schedule

Ocenssionally the Presldent apseta the
schedule, He won't sea somebody he was
expected to see or he will see somebotly he
wias not expeoted Lo see. An experience of
my own (llustrates this. A high school clagw,
the first cliss to be graduated from the first
high school establinhed in the factory district
of Newark, N, J., was n Washington, and I
was having tha time of his life showing the
class memwhers some of the sights and lis-
toning to thelr comments. I plloted the crowd
to the White Houss ofMces, so that they could
at loast see where the President worked, and
an some caller left hin office the Preaident,
through the open doorwaw, saw my regl-
ment. He sent for n messanger to learn
“who those children are.” FHe was Informad,
“Mrst class, first high school,” ete., and told
the astonished messonger to bring the young-
sters in, Ploture the scene; without evan
hoping to see the Presldent they ware to
shake hands with hiin—epeak with him: Joy!
There was another mide of the medal, so to
say. We entered and departed from the
President's privata office by a door connect-
ing with tha main eorridor, but while the
ehildran were recelving thelr amile and hand-
shiks from the Fresident, behind another
door, that opening from Mr, Tumulty's ofMoce,
& very Ilmportant Senator sat, alternating
glances of rage it his watch and at Tumulty.
What was delaying him, ha'd ke to know?

The Man From Home

Just now the President ls withstanding the
usunl heavy seaslon opening week asapult,
Tha long sitge I8 anded; the trenches lasue
forth their devoted héroea; it'a the bayonet or
glubbed rifle now in the charge on the White
House, All for what? Curiosity s the “pap”
animating the charge In most cases; ofMice-
secking in & much lesa degree than la gen-
erally supposed, becauss the mar who gota
to the Prealdent on an ofMcesecking Quest
solely must firet Ml Tumulty, That can-
not honestly be described as an sasy Job. It
has befors now bren remarked that the Freai-
dent's secretary was not born yesterday, nor
in HoboWen. This fact now belug of common
Enowledge, the officeseeker goes oluewhore,
to "hisg member'' or to the department:

Although we are cautioned to make this
an sconomical Congress, I'm golog o for one
estravaguncs 1 want an sppropristion to
hire & sympathetle artist to make o brlef
sevies of piétures of “the big mun from back
homea' with hiy wife und ohildren: all big,
fooling big that ls, who go to the White
House with the cerialn szpoctation of haviug
& plce loug chat with the FPresldent right off
the bat ¥1oot plyture; Progd, even bhaughty,
eatmnce to the suteide office; (o ha followed
by the serigs depleting @wdual vose of pride

and paugbliness down the acile wotii sn
later, d wmiten, they gladiy
s
than

“"NOW YOU CAN DELIVER THE GOODS”

wine: “Now, ses hers, Bob, you don't unders
stand the waya of Naorthern constituents.
You fellows from the Bouth have all got
your nominations, and that means your elec-
tlone, 1t is different wHere the snow fles,
and neawpapora are plenty at a penny aplece,
Ayo, Robert, much difforent; our nomination
Is a step only to the halfway house, or some-
what the hither side of that. We ought to
be homeé campaigning: we ought to be
hustling around the dlytricts saying ‘howdy’
to the folks; we ought to he spying out wenk
places In our fences. Let up, Hobert! Let
us go homa so that we may come back.'

Then Robert would smile, lay a caressing
hand on one's shoulder and respond: “Oh,
you'll be all right, old fellow. Your people
are too sensible to trim & man who has done
ns weoll as you huve here. Don't you worry."

But soma fifty of that hundred were trim-
med, and ons can almost see Henry's heart
bleod as he seea thom Arst—and ducks, He
nilows that he doesn't care to meet them just
yvet, for they lay thelr defests to tha fact
that while Henry kept themn hers last Oe-
toher clever young c<haps of the opposite
party were making kindling wood out of the
sitting membera’ fences and dancing - glees
fully around campfires fod by the aforeaald
kindling. The while the sitting membar—
well, he just aat,

THE HEN

The hon ts A large bird which fliea Mke a 1900
model noroplane and Is supplied with a squawk
in placa of n brain,

Nobody who has watehed the hen In her blun-
dering progress through life has any reapect for
het Intellect. She has bean seversly critlcised
by all who have seen her mothering a china eyg
with Intense devotion or running &8 yards In
ordar to geot to & road in tUme to cromm it In
front of an automobils. We laugh at the hen
us we roughly pluck hear from the radiator
through which ahe has tried to fly, and allude,
with ribald jest, te her punk mental equipment
an we toss her In the diteh. ‘Then we put on
all spead and race over a mllroad crossing, a
winper from death by only ane smmall sliver of

o second,  We are much winer than the han,
but have m difference about showing It at
Limaes,

Tha hen s distinguished not meraly by haer,
low, retreating forehead, but by her maternal
instinets, Hhe Is a profuss and snthusisstio
mothar, 1t Is her ambition to collect & dozen
oggs of her own production and (o wset u];\on
these until they explode into ehleks, Ruthless
man, howevar, folls her by stealing the sgEs
as fast as whe lays them. Many a hen goes
through life with a puzzled air, laying hundreds
of ogun and never geotting a single eggx ahond
en her Jola The Incubator hes driven the
han out of the mother business, but thus far
nothing can competa with the hen In produe-
ing eggn. Hhe has a monopoly of the trade
and gots her revenge upon man by going off
tha job In winter and consuming mill feed
in luxurious ease while the price of exgs avi-
ptes and Congress appoints commitiees (o
probe the kigh cost of lUving,

The hen cannot sing and i not handsome to
look wt, but she has one talent that has en-
deared her to all mankind. Hhe dies more
beautifully snd toothsomely than any other
fowl ‘When u ben has resolved herssld Into
her component parts, eunch fried in egg and
oorn menl, she hns produced one of tho maat
perfect bits of gastronomic poetry.

Beoause of this the hen ls like the politician,
We love her beat while iting her obltuary.
~Guorge Filch,

Why Is & Diplowat ?

Fram the Hew Yerk Hvening Post

It ¢annot be sabd that this has bedan & banner
yoar for dipiomacy. As an IDSUrance agninst
wWar, it has been ae ghastly s mliure as has
invineible armnment. If a diplomatio negotia-
ten wis evar more ahockingly mishandled than
that leading up to (he European combal, we deo
not know whare to look for lts recerd

TO THE SPIRIT OF BYRON
“The Niobe of Nations “~Ohilde Harola,

Thou mae (han poel, 's lauresta,
Byron! Althe' some tyrapt b should biot
All puies that (0 hur are consscrale
torgnt—

By barls—thue to be
m were quatbched

Who should deapair
Oh, for thy voles, when the world's heast fa

not?

NEUTRAL ITALY SKATING ON THIN ICE

An Italian View of the Increasing Difficulties of Avoiding General Cone
flict—Mediterranean Interests and National Tradition.
By A. A. BERNARDY

HE detached attitude of Italy in the pres-
ent European turmoll has been the oc-
caslon for wo much international gousslp, ever
nince the beginning of the war, that possibly
a hint of Italy's own mind from Italy's own

and oexcluslve standpolnt may not come
amlus,
The oMcinl formulan for Italy's behavior

In this contingency 18 “watchful and armed
neutrality," and (t has been furthermore
officially stated that for no reasons except
those concerning her own vital Interests, and
inspired therefore by a “sacred nnatlonal
snelfshness,” will Italy suffer hermelf to be
drawn out of her neutral position to the
advantage or damage of any bslligereant
party whatever., Of courae, even so, Italy's
neutrality Is n precious asset to hoth cone
tending aldes; so préclous, in fact, that It
Is hardly convenlent to any of them to com-
plain loudly of the aituntion, lest the change
may makes It worsa,

Pressure from All Sides

Btorlvs have been current, perhaps n little
too highly seasoned by populnr Imagination,
af Imperative telograma sent down from
Herlin to Rome! of wrath of envoys, who had
apparently chorished a bit too fondly the iden
of & meek and submissive Italy upon the oc-
caslon of a German command, and so forth.
Home German firma also have undoubtedly
gono much too far in the tone of thelr com-
munications, or rather thraats, to thelr Ital-
{an correspondents; and to this day the whole
of ltaly la fooded with protests, publica-
tions, self-pung German pralses, all of which
the keen and qulet skepticiam of the Itallan
people dolivers coolly to the waste buakets of
public opinlon without further ado, but, rem-
sonably enough, nol without some private
opinion aa to the good taste of such mani-
festations. The German press—In general
and by force of habit and an excess of self-
suteem-—net usually overkind to Italy, haa
been (after some days of sarly and hopeful
enthusiasm, and thereafter some violent
attempls at a sincere expresalon of subse-
quent disappointment) kept falrly under
control.

France's actually kind treatment of Maly's
flseing emigrants has gone far toward desp-
ening the naturally friendly feslings betwean
the two slgters of the Latin rade, which had
suffered some estrangement ot the time of
the Libyan war, when France had besn a
close second only to Germany in the disre-
gurd of Itallan rights and the contempt of
Italiun aspirations, nol (o speak of the
encouragement to Haly's adversury, As thelr
excellencies Von Jagow and Von Huslow
huve thought it convenlant and deslrable to
addreas ltalian public epinion in the Interest
of (ermany, Charlea Richet hes spoken for
the Latin race and the necsasity of a Latin
alllance against the Germanic invasion. And
his appeal, that of & private oitisen deeply
interested in the developments of history
and of the Latin race, has undeubtedly met
with deep approval among the Halian publie.

As for Enpgland, public feeling there
seemed, of course, desirous that ltaly should
foin the Allles &8 soon s She sees her way
10 it—the sooner the hotter, Eagland's ald-

cal triumpha, the partcipation of tttle Pled.
mont o the War. Winston
cunrlmn. in a recent Interview granted (o
&n

and mad Tutops e the fres
sod y over

sEE
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rule. Ineldentally, a few thousand of tham
have failen into the hands of the Rushlans lé
prisoners of war., But Russla, with a very
clever move, now refuses to consider them
as Austriang, The Caar steps forth and orders
his Ambassador to Home to offer them as &
token of friendahip to Italy, If Italy will un<
dertake to hold them, so that they will not
réturn to serve under the Austrlan flag. Nat
urally this lnst clause, upon reflection, has
made the whale thing Impossible, in the light
of both the Itallan private and public Iaw
and the International conventions. And a
neutral Power can neves be too careful ahout
its movements. :

The offer of the Caar in its present form
han therefora been respectfully and thank-
fully, hut necessarily, declined. The senti-
mental part of it, If we may call it so, and
the incidental recognition of the Russian
Government of the Itilian ethnler] and hise
torical characte: of cértain Austrian prove
inces, has been deeply appreciated by the
Itallan nation ns o whol#, and cannot but ens
hanca Jhe friendly sentiment that Italy has
felt for Russia ever since the Caar himself
came to Racconigl, the royal Italian summer
resldence Ih Pledmont, to visit King Victor
Emmanuel and Queen Helena (who, it must
be remembered, had spent many happy years
of her early youth at Potrograd), and es-
pecially since the Libyan War, when Ruskia
not gnly abstalred from the unfriendly dem«
onatrationa In which other nations rejoloed,
but was the first to recognize and ratify the
Itallan soverelgnty over the former Turkish
possesaion,

Where Italy's Vital Interests Lie

It will he readily grasped aven from this
Incidént how thin Is the lce over which Italy
must akate In the courss of her neutrality
if ube wants It to keap or to break excluslvely
at her own pleasure or judgment. And It |g
hard to gay haw formidable the prossure hgs
beon, of threats or snares, of sentimental or
other Inducements on the part of t.e various
pawers directly or otherwise interssted In
present or future events

Of courne, it Is obvious that the Breat Itals
Inn Interests do not lle in the falds of Pranes
and Fianders, of Prusala or Poland, closaly
though her prestige and position as & Huras
pean Fower may be connectad with the re=
sults of general action In those flalds, The
vital Itallan Intereats lle b the Meaditerras
nean and on the Adriatic coast; and thence,
eastward. Naturally, therefore, the keeping
up of ltalian neutrality becomes mare
cult and the Italian attitude more depandent
Upon the trend of events, as the confagree
Uon extends Lo the Balkans and Constantinos
ple; or as it descends toward the Bues Cangl,
on  acdount of ths
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plek the Dalmatian tit-bitg out of the
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